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Summary 

An unofficial poll which recently reached the 
West via samizda t channels said there was widespread 
popular opposition in the USSR to Soviet involve- 
ment in Afghanistan, Secretly conducted last year 
by human rights activists in Moscow, the poll said 
that 62 percent of the 287 people interviewed did 
not support the current Soviet war effort. For 
obvious reasons, this survey was not a scientific 
poll in the usual sense; and its results may be 
exaggerated. 
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— First, rather than use standard poll protocols, 
the activists employed unstructured interviews 
in which those being polled might not have been 
aware of it. Such an approach may have reduced 
the problem of simple refusals to answer but 
also may have distorted the exact number of 
those who would have refused to cooperate at 
all, a number that given Soviet conditions 
could be large. Further, the approach allowed 
the pollsters — who in this case had their own 
agenda — to categorize responses, an open 
invitation to distortion. And finally, such 
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an approach could not, of course, capture the intensity of 
feelings expressed. 

— Second, the pollste^-SStiiji^s (jipimj toj ^aVe cicliSdfed f rom 
their sample all indlvffltials Mrltfh* family •or dtlte* Jfeies to the 
Moscow dissident community. (This approach would seem to 
make the sample more representative, but it raises questions 
as to how freely total strangers would respond on such sensi- 
tive topics. ) 

--Third, the pollsters carefully described the sociological 
characteristics of those interviewed, permitting a weighting 
of the sample to make it correspond to the population* as a 
whole. Given the small sample size, however, such projec- 
tions may be unwarranted. 

Clearly, the methodology does not guarantee accuracy, but the 
steps do suggest that the pollsters made a serious effort to 
ensure objectivity, and this effort adds to their credibility. 

Results of the poll on the Afghan war were published in a 
third-wave Russian emigre journal ( Strana i mir , Munich, No. 12, *' 
1984, pp. 34-36). According to this report, the poll took place 
in Moscow and its environs in early 1984. The sample was 
287 people — 166 men and 121 women. Their responses to the ques- 
tion of support for the Soviet military effort in Afghanistan were 
grouped in categories ranging from unqualified support to outright 
opposition (see table, p. 3). The pollsters concluded: 

— Sixty-two percent of all respondents stated that they did not 
support the Soviet war in Afghanistan. 

— Men were marginally more likely to oppose the war than 
were women, but also marginally more likely to support it. 
The women questioned were more likely to state that they 
were not interested or had no opinion. 

— People between 23 and 60 years of age were more likely to 
oppose the war than those in younger and older age groups. 

— People with higher education were more likely to be opposed 
than those those with secondary schooling or less. 

— Nonparty members were significantly more likely to oppose the 
war than party members. 

These distribution patterns of popular unhappiness, if not the 
specific levels, conform to patterns in other Soviet polls on other 
topics, which adds to the credibility of the data. Nonetheless, 
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even the levels of public unhappiness reported are unlikely to 
have any immediate policy consequences. Under certain conditions, 
.however, they may serve^as # «ftn •additional ifijjetos; ijw jsjme f uture 
policy shift in a more tP&Ejai^r cfir^f lap. % • •• 
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Unofficial Poll of Support for War in Afghanistan * 



Support Support Percent 

All War in With Res er- Not No Do Not Not Sup- 

questioned Afghanistan vations 



Age: 
















To 23 


23 
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10 


43 


23-45 


156 


15 


20 


8 
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106 


68 ; 


46-60 


76 


13 


13 
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48 


63 ' 


Over 60 


32 


4 


10 
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15 


47 


Men 


166 


28 


27 


1 


4 


106 


64 


Women 


121 


9 


18 


10 


11 


73 


60 


Education: 
















Higher 


26 


1 


4 


2 


. 


19 


73 • 


Middle and 
















below 


261 


36 


41 


9 


15 


160 


61 


Party 


* 














Members 


71 


21 


19 





2 


29 


41 


Nonparty 


216 


16 


2£ 


11 


13 


150 


69 


Total 


287 


37 


45 


11 


15 


179 


62 


Percent 


100 


13 


16 


4 


5 


62 


62 . 


*Source: Strana i mir, 


No. 12, 


1984, p. 36, 


published in Munich. 
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